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HIGHLAND late 18th C. (?)

One of the more interesting brick Federal houses in
Calvert County, this two and one half story structure has
a fanlight over the main entrance door, a stepped brick
eave cornice and a pair ?f bridged interior chimneys at
each end. It is similar'but not as refined as Mt. Repub—
lican and West Ha%ton in Charle e§s&ounty . The interior is
of the Federal period with Adam e Mantles, fret work,
and plaster ceiling medallions.
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4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

This is an interesting house, s
to Mount Republican.
slopes from front to rear.

The

All of the windows are 0/0 sashes with flat brick arches.

OPEN TO PUBLIC

imi lar as Henry C. Forman notes,

it is 2-1/2 storys with an A-roof which

house is 3 bays wide and 3 deep.
There

are two 0/6 peaked dormers on both the front and rear roofs.
while the front and rear walls are of Flemish bond brickwork,

the side walls are of English bond.

Both the front and garden

facade doors, have half-round lunettes with divided muntins.
There are twin enclosed chimneys at either end of the house,

These chimneys have curtains connecting them.
It was a dummy installed merely for
The interior of Highland is in remarkably
All of the original woodwork plus much of the

at the left end
reasons of symmetry.
good condition.

is false.,

plastered ceiling decorations survive,

carved Adam

One of the chimney

There are very delicately
All of the chair rails are

y

mantels with pilasters.
Wall-of-Troy molding., The stairway is very delicate
and scrolled step-ends. Lven the baseboards are
Federal design. The fireplaces are held up by huge

in the basement. The present owners are doing a find

carved with
with carved
carved in a
brick arches

Job of refinishing the interior woodwork and maintaining this

lovely home,

This house is a fine Federal structure and deserves further study .l

In process of restoration
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Addition to Highland (CLVT- )

At first glance, Highland appears to be of the Federal Period, but
structure evidence on the interior and a 1745 deed reportedly su zests that
it evolved f om an earlier structure of the "one up, one down" variety.

As it stands now, however, both exterior and interior dccument the Federal
Era style well., Although early photographs indicate that Highland was once
in poor condition, much original flooring, plaster, molding, etc., survived.
The present ovmers ar. restoring the house, and although it is being adopted
to modern living it seems as genmuine regard is being given to these original
elements.,

The exterior has been changed little over the yeurs, at least since the
Pritchards have removed a 19th Cent :ry porch and have rebuilt a kitchen
addition on the foundztions of the one that blew down in the 1930's.,

It has been pointed outtthat Highland shares a tradition with other
houses in Southern Maryland such as llount Republican, Hard Barg:in, and
Nuthalls Folly. These houses are all of brick, three bays wide and have
bridged, flush ‘gable chimneys., The entrances are off to one side of the
principal facade because of the hall and double rarlor floor plan which is
typical of the period.

Highland has 6/6 peaked dormers in front and back. All the windows are
6/6 sashes with flat brick arches., The north and south facades (front and
back) are of FPlemish bond brickwork while theeend walls are of English bond.

The north and south entrances have fanlights and carved wooden trim. One
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of the chimneys on the west end of the hiuse is false and appears to have been
added for s;mmetry. Thece fireplaces are supported by large brick arches in
in the cellar.

The interior decoration at Highland is typically Federal and includes
plastered oily decorations, delicately carved adam mantels with pilasters,
wall of tray chair rails and basebosrds and a beautiful staircase that seems
to float in the air. It is suspended from the wall in such a manner that its
ascending curves can be seen without obstruction. The ends of the steps are
carved with scrolls.

In addition to the main house, there are other sites and structures at
Highland of historic significance. There are two large tobacco birns, one of
which is probably 19th Century. There is a graveyard containing many Smiths and
others. OSome of the stones are rather ornate and are good examples of funerary
sculpture. Most of the stones are upright, but tne is a large horizontal
slab supported by four little pillars. This would appear to be an English
tradition.

Also on the grounds is the foundation of a brick building szid to have
been a slave quaters. When he was 89, Mr. Smith, a former resident, told Mrs,
Pritchard that he could remember blacks living in it who had been slaves. He
was a boy then and they were called Uncle Ben and Aunt

On a site near the house, there is a garden in which Indian projectiles
have been found.

All of these sites and structures are on a parcel of ground which is

protected Ly the Calvert County Historic Ordinance.
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A 300 acre tract of land called "Highland", lying between Lyons Creck,
was granted to Thomas Smith in 1670. The Smith family has played a prominent
roll in the history of that area since then and still own a large furm on Ferry
Landing Woods Road. Until the Post Office was called Dunkirk in the early part
of this century, the area was known as "Smithville." PFielder Bowie Smith
(November 14, 1775-June, 1844) is thought to have been the first resident of

Highland, his son Mor@ecai and his heirs built many homes in ti.e region.
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